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Que Ondee Sola
We have finally crossed over the waters of history into the year 2000A.D. Sailing on paper,
ink, and ideas, Que Ondee Sola has finally made it.
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As far as us, regular students of Northeastern are concerned this is just another
spring semester that will have its usual share of snow, rain, thunder, and homework
storms. For many of us, we will be balancing school, work, a social life, and family.
Living with busyness and stress, the loyal companions of los estudiantes.

Table of Contents
As far as us ...
page 2
Los Tainos
page 3-5

As far as us, the regular students/members of Que Ondee Sola are concerned this is
just another spring semester that will have its usual deadlines, proofreading accidents, and controversial moments. For us our goal remains the same but more alive
than ever. The publication you are reading is not here simply for its own existence,
rather it is a "tool" as put by staff member Angel Fuentes, to promote an understanding of this world and a responsibility to it.

Vieques:

What's going on
pages 6-8

Community/AIDS
This mission is carried out in this Puerto Rican/Latino monthly journal primarily
through student articles, poetry, artwork, and photography. We address culture,
history, and current issues and also topics aimed at political consciousness. The
content of every issue solely depends on the staff; thus making it a student founded
voice.
The students who partake in this magnificent experience will learn about themselves and
their world. To fulfill our goal of educational and informative publishing, we need students
to become involved . Your views, your ideas ARE as valid as mine are, and for that
reason I invite you to visit our office at E-041 below Beck's Bookstore or e-mail us
at queondeesola@hotmail.com. We encourage you to submit whatever you would
like to share with NEIU.

page9

Good-bye for Now
page 10
Words from QOS Advisor
page 10
Poetry
page 11

Que Ondee Sola is published at
Northeastern Illinois University.
The first three issues of Que Ondee Sola will surround
The opinions expressed in Que
the mixture that created the Puerto Rican people. This issue celebrates the Taino
Ondee Sola do not necesarily reblood and spirit that embodies each of us. Next month looks at "Los Africanos• and flect those of the Administration.
the fallowing month "Los Espaiioles. •
Responsiblity for its contents lie
soley within the staff. We appreI would like to dedicate this issue, the first of the new millennium, to former staff
ciate all suggestions.
member Susan Garcia. She has just recently moved to Kansas and will no longer be
Editor -in- Chief:
attending NEIU. We at Que Ondee Sola and the Union for Puerto Rican Students
Michael Rodriguez-Muniz
are eternally grateful for her dedication and willingness to learn. Without her, much
of what we were able to accomplish in 1999 would have not been accomplished.
Staff:
Thank you Susy. I would also like to take a moment to thank Alejandro Luis Molina
Angel Fuentes
for his support, help, and most of all his friendship. Thank you very much.

About this issue...

Ruben Gerena

Que Ondee Sola will be turning 28 years old this January 27 th • Make sure you pick up the
Special December 1999 issue that is filled with articles about the history of this remarkable student publication. It's definitely going to be an interesting year, we just hope
Northeastern is ready. Good Luck and may you have a GREAT Spring Semester!

Enrique Salgado, Jr.
Blanca I. Rodriguez
queondeesola@hotmail.com
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Mapa Cacical de Puerto Rico
(Boriquen)

Que Ondee Sola

VIEOUES
WHAT'S

CiOINCi

ON

Every month Que Ondee Sola will be providing our readers with the latest articles about Vieques. This
month we have included President Clinton's official statement regarding Vieques. Also, we have included
a letter sent to President Clinton by the protest camps after the Vieques decision.

President Clinton's Statement
For several weeks, we have been
working on how best to reconcile the
imperative of providing satisfactory
training for our armed forces, with
the strong feelings of many residents of Vieques and Puerto Rico
about the impact of training operations there. I have discussed this
with the governor of Puerto Rico,
the secretary of defense, the secretary of the Navy, the chief of naval
operations, the commandant of the
Marine Corps, and others.
Today, the secretary of defense has
recommended a plan of action
which I believe offers the best avenue to addressing both needs . I
have accepted that recommendation and am directing the secretary
of defense to work with the people
of Vieques and Puerto Rico so that
we can move forward in a cooperative manner.
I understand the longstanding concerns of residents of the island.
These concerns cover a wide range
of issues, from health and safety to
the economy and the environment.
They reflect a distrust that, unfortunately, has been building for de-

cades. Those concerns must he addressed, and I believe our plan will
do so in a constructive manner.At
the same time, as commander-inchief, I cannot send our servicemen
and women into harm's way if they
have not been adequately trained.
The training that our Atlantic Fleet
has undertaken on Vieques since
1941 is important. While the Navy
and the Marine Corps will develop
a satisfactory alternative for the upcoming exercise, it will take several
years to develop a comparable longterm replacement.
The plan I am adopting today provides for the end of training on
Vieques within five years , unless the
people of Vieques choose to continue the relationship; restricts
training activities during the transition period to those required by
the services; sets forth a~ ambitious
economic development plan for
Vieques that would he implemented
during this transition and gives the
people of Puerto Rico and the Navy
an opportunity to discuss this plan
in order for it to he understood fully
before training resumes this spring
for this transitional period.

t

J

In particular, the following steps
will he undertaken:
First, the Navy and the Marine
Corps will make alternative arrangements which they deem satisfactory for training of the
Eisenhower Battle Group and the
WASP Amphibious Ready Group,
scheduled for December. While
such arrangements can he undertaken for the Eisenhower and
WASP groups, they do not constitute a long-term alternative to
Vieques. Rather, this period will
provide an opportunity for the
people of Vieques to discuss this
plan with the Navy and the Marine
Corps and understand it fully.
Second, we will resume training
next spring for a transition period,
no longer than five years. This will
enable the Navy to develop a suitable, long-term alternative . Training on Vieques will cease after this
transition period unless the people
of Vieques decide it should he continued. The Navy and the Marine
Corps will develop a timetable to
phase out operations in Vieques as
soon as possible during the transi-

l
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tion period, including
transferring title ofland
to Puerto Rico beginning with the western
quarter of the island.

ment an ambitious program that addresses the concerns that the community has had for so long - and
that has been spelled out by the secretary of defense.

Third, when training
resumes for this transition period it will be limited to inert ordnance
only - no live fire unless and until the
people ofVieques decide
differently. Training
will be authorized for 90
days a year, what we
need to meet our essential training needs.

I am convinced that this plan meets
my essential responsibility as commander-in-chief to assure that our
military forces are satisfactorily
trained and ready, while at the same
time addressing the legitimate concerns of the people .of Vieques . It
provides some breathing space so
that the people on the island and
the Navy and Marine Corps can
proceed in an orderly and mutually

Finally, when training
resumes we will imple-

From Associated Press

respectful fashion.

Letterrio Clintonlrom

Protest Camps in Vieques
December 20, 1999

civic groups, as an imposition of
might over right.

Dear President Clinton:

l
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On December 3rd, the same day
that Defense Secretary William
Cohen issued his recommendation
with regards to the US Navy's
continued use and abuse of the
island ofVieques, Puerto Rico, you
blindsided millions in Vieques, in
Puerto Rico, and all over the world
by adopting that recommendation in
its entirety. As we hope you know,
your actions were strongly
repudiated by the people ofVieques
and Puerto Rico, including
Governor Rossello, the leaders of all
political parties, and religious and

President Clinton, your decision
ignored the stated will of a people
that have been clamoring for the US
Navy to leave Vieques and not drop
one more bomb. It ignored the 60
years of abuse, disregard, broken
promises
and
agreements,
environmental and ecological
damage, strangulation of an
economy, poverty, high cancer rates
and abnormally high rates of other
illnesses, deaths, injuries, and use
of all kinds of bombs and even
napalm and depleted uranium on a
populated island of close to 10,000
US citizens.

Your decision left room for
continued talks before a final and
permanent solution is taken. Mr.
President, we are the ones directly
affected in this situation. We are the
ones who have been suffering the
consequences of the US Navy's
abuse and who, along with our loved
ones , will suffer the consequences o
your actions. And you have not
granted us the opportunity to meet
with you, face to face, to plead our
case and explain to you why we are
defending our land and occupying
the so-called restricted areas in the
Live Impact Area in the eastern
coast of Vieques. You have not
allowed us the opportunity to meet
with you in order to explain , face to

Que Ondee Sola
face, without filters or intermediaries,
why the only right and just resolution
of this situation is for you to order the
US Navy out of Vieques and not
authorize one more bomb to be
dropped in Vieques.
Therefore, we hereby formally
request a meeting with you in order
to allow us to present our case to you
personally before you make a final
decision that may affect our land,
our lives and the lives of our loved
ones in Vieques. We respectfully
submit to you that this meeting is
long overdue and respectfully
request that the meeting should be
with you and not with a staff
member. You have clearly granted
the other side plenty of
opportunities to plead their case
before you for remaining in Vieques
indefinitely, and your December 3rd
decision unfortunately reflects that.
As those directly affected, you owe
it to us, Mr. President, to grant us a
minimum of due process through an
opportunity to be heard personally
by you.

It is evident to everyone in this
process that whatever input and
information you have received from
intermediaries has been filtered and
incomplete. These are matters of
life and death. It is high time that
you let us plead our case in person
to you.
It would be a travesty if you allowed
the US Navy to remain in Vieques
indefinitely and allowed it to
continue bombing, with live or inert
bombs. But it would be an act of
sheer tyranny to even consider the
possibility of doing so without
allowing us the opportunity to meet
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with you before you made a
final
decision
concerning
Vieques .
Even with the uncertainty and even
with the one-sided process which
began with the "Rush" Panel and
continued with Secretary Cohen's
recommendation, we are more
determined than ever since our
struggle is for peace and our
methods are peaceful. We are
prepared to suffer the consequences
of our actions, rather than accept
the consequences of our inaction,
which would be allowing the
atrocious legacy of the US Navy in
Vieques to go on indefinitely. We will
continue this struggle for peace, yet
we are aware that as President and
Commander-in-Chief you hold the
key to liberate Vieques from
continued oppression and abuse.

Mr. President, we .reiterate the
demands of the people of Vieques,
of Puerto Rico and of millions in the
US and all over the world, that the
US Navy not drop one more bomb
or fire one more bullet in Vieques
and that it leave Vieques. The
merits of these demands have been

proven beyond a reasonable
doubt to anyone who has
studied them with an open
mind.
It is our hope that
you will finally lift this
disproportionate
and
unfair burden on a people
who have suffered t~o much
for too long.
Finally, Mr. President, we remind
you of the wise words you recently
said with regard to your hope for
peace in Northern Ireland: "It is
now possible to believe that the day
of the gun and the bomb are over."
If you truly believe those words, you
cannot allow for bombing to
continue in Vieques.
Ending the day of the gun and the
bomb in Vieques is in your hands.
We wish you peace for the Holidays
and the New Year, and we hope to
usher in the new millennium with
peace for the people ofVieques.
Sincerely,
(Letter followed with the
signatures of various Vieques
leaders)
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Coininunity Voices Present at
AIDS Hearing
By Enrique Salgado, Jr.
On Monday, December 6, 1999
Chicago's City Council Committee
on Health held the last of several
citywide community hearing that
focused
on
HIV/AIDS
in
communities of color. Vida/SIDA,
an HIV/STD prevention program of
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center,
sponsored the last hearing. Vida/
SIDA began over twelve years ago
by a group of high school students
at the Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
Alternative High School. This
hearing was held at 2739 W.
Division, the future site of the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center on
Paseo Boricua.

Efrain Sierra testified, "I lost my
father to this disease, if this program
had existed at the time my father
might still be alive." Sierra, a
community resident in support of
the proposed ordinance also said
that he cleans all along Division
Street and often finds needles. He
believes that this funding is needed
to educate about the risk of
transmission through needle use.

The hearing was led by Committee
Chairman 28 th Ward Alderman Ed
Smith. In addition, 26 th Alderman
Billy Ocasio, 15 th Ward Alderman
Ted Thomas, and l" Ward
Alderman Jesse Granato were
members of the committee. Also
assisting were Assistant sergeant at
Arms Sonia Sanchez and Committee
Coordinator Leo McCord.

Abigail Silva, epidemiologist for the
Department of Health presented in
her testimony that Puerto Ricans
have one of the highest rates of HIV
in the city. She also presented that
although the Puerto Rican
community only makes up 22% of
the overall Latino population they
make up 46% of all the Latino AIDS
cases in the city, and that 56% of
all HIV cases within the same
population were due to injection
drug use. On various occasions
several of the Aldermen responded
to the testimonies citing that "more
needs to be done to end this terrible
disease.

The hearing began with Ald. Smith
introducing the proposed ordinance
calling for a 4.5 million-dollar
increase in
HIV/SIDS/STD
prevention dollars to the Chicago
Department of Public Health's
budget for communities of color.
Over fifteen people testified in favor
of the proposed ordinance.

Ald. Ed Smith and Billy Ocasio also
asked for recommendations on how
to improve what is already in place,
taking several notes as people
responded. Ald. Smith also pointed
out that Vida/SIDA had proven that
people all over could communicate
through various art forms, referring
to the art exhibited in the space the

hearing were held. The art exhibit
Imagenes Contra el SIDA (Images
against AIDS) by various
international and local artists is
dedicated to AIDS prevention.
Members of the committee
repeatedly asked those in
attendance to please write to the
Mayor's office in support of this
budget increase. Overall the
committee was highly impressed
with the compassion exhibited by
those in attendance and in the
testimonies. Leo McCord said. "I
normally don't speak but I have to
tell you that I am very impressed
and moved by this presentation and
a show of force today, and would
like to commend Vida/SIDA for
allowing this to happen.
On December 1, 1999 Vida/SIDA
also held its fourth annual Worlds
AIDS Day candlelight vigil on Paseo
Boricua in which over 250 people
attended and culminated the vigil
with its presentation of six scrolls
that have over llO names of people
who passed away due to AIDS.
Furthermore, the evening ended
with a dramatic presentation of "El
Grito del Barrio contra el SIDA"
(The Outcry of the community
against AIDS).

Editor's
Note:
For
more
information on Vida/SIDA please
call 773/278-6737.

Que Ondee Sola

A GOOD- BYE FOR NOW
The staff of Que Ondee Sola
and the UPRS join the Latino
Faculty and students in saying goodbye to Susan Garcia,
friend, and staff member who
has moved to Kansas City.
Susan originally got involved
in Que Ondee Sola in January
1999. Susan was an excellent
writer, intuitive and able to
critically interpret pop culture, disassembling it, understanding its ramifications for

Latinos, and warning of it in
her article titled "Latino Explosion." (See October 1999
issue, pg. 3)

Lastly, Susan thought it was
important to participate, both
in student life and in community, joining the UPRS and
QOS at activities, showing up
at community activities in
Humboldt Park, sharing her
stories and laughs, and most
importantly, working alongside all those involved.

Susan was not "just" a muckraker, writing on issues of
race and pop culture, but also
loved to learn about her Mexican people and culture, writing about the African influence on Mexican culture in Adios, Susan, we're waiting
Que Ondee Sola's May 1999 for your next article.
issue.

I want to congratulate Que Ondee Sola for its quarter of a century of publication at the cutting edge of
struggle for Puerto Rican independence and student rights. During these years Que Ondee Sola, along
with U. P. R. S., has confronted issues that no other student organization had the courage to face.
Most notable was the open criticism of the tyrannical former president, Gordon Lamb, that contributed to his demise. The Northeastern community is indebted to Que Ondee Sola. Student rights have
been enhanced and Puerto Rican culture, at the heart of our campus culture, has been advanced.
Ironically, perhaps, my hope is that Que Ondee Sola take a more radical stance in the future: returning to the posture of the 1970's when they were willing to attack a liberal University administration for
its hypocrisy; when they were willing to be openly supportive of an armed struggle for Puerto Rican
Independence.
I have enjoyed our relationship and wish to thank you for allowing me to be your faculty advisor for
twenty-three years. I have learned from my relationship with hundreds of Que Ondee Sola officers in
these years, but I particularly wish to thank Marcos Vilar, Marvin Garcia, and Irma Romero for their
kindness and friendship.

Kingsley Clarke
Kingsley Clarke is a NEID Criminal Justice professor.

Ghetto

Warriors

Ghetto Warriors charge forward with machetes In hands,
From the enragement of displacement from their sacred borlnken land.
But now a new threat Is posed on a home similar to the one In our hearts,
The gentrification Iii' Puerto Rico, better known as the Invasion on Humboldt Park.
Young Revolutionist storm, the torn, yet loved streets of Division,
Looking to the lsla's flag for Inspiration and guided wisdom.
It Is the street that never sleeps, and rejoices on all occasions,
Because they cannot rest until they see their prisoners liberation.
Que Viva Humboldt parque Libre can only be heard through silent cries ...
Because our rights for freedom of speech have been stripped by the FBI.
Now a new era has come and from this a new generation,
Equipped with educated minds with answers to this unsolved equation.
And still the Ghetto warriors charge forward for their Freedom non-stop,
For the Island In the ghetto and their destiny they shall plot.
It won't be long my HumboldtRicans before these shackles are broken,
And the precious words offreedom are finally spoken.
Yet there Is one thing my people that we all must understand,
That is If you lose sight on what Is yours It was never in hands.

Jen Sola 2K

Palabras

PorAnge!Ortiz

Palabras que podemos decir de Palabras Respetarlas, Honorarlas, idolatrarlas
Sohre todo escogerlas con cuidado para que sean bien usadas
En un romance, que maravilla; Que de mucho a escoger con cuidado aplicarlas.
Religiosos queen sermones de negocio mal representarlas.

I.II
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"Oh Palahras, Oh Palabras" que agraciada
que con ellas bien usadas reverencia y agraciadas.
Que politico sin corazon en discursos masamarlas?
Que la paz facilmente se pudiera bien lograrla
Que bonito, que grandioso para un juez que de quien vengan con astucia seleccionarlas.
Buenos logros adquirirlos, cuando ellas bien deblarlas .
En momento es astuto acartarlas
Diplomacia las mas propia para luego siempre dejarlas.
"Oh senor" "Oh naturaleza" que cabeza bien inscrustadas
Buena comunicacion con destruya siempre ajustarlas
Con poder improvisarlas y con prejuicio premeditarlas
Con el don de la palabra no es lo mismo que abusarlas
lnjusticia que con ellos denuciarlas sentimiento muy profundo desde el alma derrcemarlas
"Palabras oh palabras"! Que en el mundo tanta habladas
El coraje muy se ocupa de acentuarlas
Que del alma escapadas en rumbo a ser rectificadas
Qye la mafia incapaz de completarlas
A usted lector que le toca desde ahora en adelante, con palabras deleitarse y
tambien en ocasiones cuando pueda desquitarse
Yo que de repente encontre la palabra a rimar sorprendido de verdad
Concordando en demostrar que palabras a rima, los mensajes bien llegar.
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